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Minutes 
Rural Virginia Action Committee Meeting 

Board of Directors of the Virginia Economic Development Partnership 
September 18, 2024 
1:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.  

 
One James Center, 9th Floor – Board Room 

Richmond, Virginia 
 
Welcome and Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chair Rush, who noted that a quorum was 
present. 
 
In-person Committee members:  Mimi Coles, Stephen Edwards, Rick Harrel, John Hewa, 

Secretary Caren Merrick, Nick Rush, and Bill Hayter (ex 
officio) 

 
Committee members absent:  Nancy Howell Agee 
 
Other in-person Board members:  Pace Lochte, Connie Loughhead, Sonia Montgomery, Will 

Sessoms and Steven Stone 
 
Public Comment Period 
 
Chair Rush solicited public comments. There were none. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes for June 12, 2024 
 
Chair Rush requested approval of the June 12, 2024, meeting minutes. A motion was made by 
Ms. Coles and seconded by Mr. Edwards, and the minutes were unanimously approved as 
presented. 
 
 
Impact of Parks and Recreation on Economic Development in Rural Communities  
 
Chair Rush introduced Austin Bradley, Superintendent of the Breaks Interstate Park to provide 
an overview of the impact of parks and recreation on economic development in rural 
communities.  Mr. Bradley made a presentation discussing the balance between (a) 
conservation and recreation activities and (b) economic development that state parks provide, 
especially in rural areas of the Commonwealth. He provided a PowerPoint presentation included 
in the board packet that highlighted the economic effect that state parks can have on economic 
development in rural areas.  The Breaks Interstate Park welcomes visitors from all 50 states and 
over 250,000 visitors come to the park, annually.  The park is the largest employer in Dickinson 
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County, Virginia. Revenue from state parks exceeds $14 million per year and four of the top six 
parks by revenue are located in rural areas with populations of less than 35,000.    
 
Adjournment  
  
There being no further business, Chair Rush adjourned the meeting at 1:38 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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